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PRIME MINISTER�S STATEMENTS ON MUSLIM AUSTRALIANS 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.14 am]:  I wish to 
address the house on the recent attacks on Muslim Australians by the Howard government.  The Prime 
Minister�s latest attempts at vilification are divisive and threaten Australia�s reputation as one of the world�s 
most successful migrant societies.  Mr Howard has criticised Muslim migrants for failing to learn English.  The 
fact is that the federal government itself is responsible for providing English language training for new arrivals.  
The federal government�s adult migrant education program is demonstrably and completely inadequate.  
Achievement records show that this program provides only one-fifth of the training required to attain a sufficient 
level of English competency for employment or vocational education.  The program is not available to existing 
migrants or to the families of section 457 skilled visa holders.  It is interesting to note that in the past 10 years 
not one person participating in the adult migrant education program has achieved greater than a level 1 
competency out of a five-level English competency assessment test.  It is a further demonstration of the failure of 
the Prime Minister and the commonwealth government to deal with migrant issues properly.   
In other areas, too, this same government ignores the needs of Australian communities whose first language is 
not English.  The Howard government has refused to provide Western Australians with access to Special 
Broadcasting Service multilingual radio services that it provides to many eastern states residents.  SBS�s 
multilingual service is a key gateway to people from non-English speaking backgrounds.  It provides them with 
information they need to access government services, find jobs and develop their own social networks.  At the 
Ministerial Council on Immigration and Multicultural Affairs in July I directly asked Senator Amanda Vanstone, 
the commonwealth Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, to support a second SBS frequency for 
Perth as already exists in Sydney, Melbourne, Wollongong and other parts of New South Wales and Victoria.  
Despite having the third largest population of people from non-English speaking backgrounds and the fastest 
growing migrant population in Australia, Perth has just one SBS radio band.  Senator Vanstone wrote to me last 
week, telling me that Perth will not be given parity with the eastern states because it is not a funding priority and 
there is scarce radio spectrum in the �congested� Perth radio market.  There somehow seems to be plenty of 
room in the Sydney and Melbourne markets. 
The commonwealth�s failure in multicultural policy is also evidenced by the Prime Minister�s attack on Muslims 
as being generally responsible for extremists.  I do not hear the Prime Minister attacking Catholics for the 
extremist Irish Republican Army terrorists.  I do not see the Prime Minister attacking Catholics as paedophiles. 

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Madam Deputy Speaker, ministerial statements were introduced in this Parliament about 
10 years ago for the specific purpose of allowing ministers to make policy announcements or statements on 
matters of interest.  They are not an opportunity for the minister to engage in debate about the Prime Minister.  If 
he wishes to bring on a debate about multicultural factors and multicultural radio, he should do so - I would love 
to debate it - but this is not a ministerial statement. 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I think this is the second or third time in two days where I would put to you a matter for 
consideration by the Speaker.  A member has taken a point of order when there was absolutely no point of order 
and used it to enter the debate when there was no opportunity to enter into debate.  I would ask the Speaker to 
consider whether this is becoming prevalent and whether some action needs to be taken so that the business of 
the house is not disrupted by members improperly using points of order. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, there are no points of order.  However, I am sure the Speaker will take 
on board the comments made this morning. 

Debate Resumed 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  As the minister was drawing his comments to a close, time has now eluded him.   
 


